Sensory meeting synopsis 1/8/09
The January meeting of the AVS Sensory Discussion Group was held at the Day School at the Children’s Institute.  Occupational therapist Michele Stein discussed the renovations completed at the facility to provide space for the new classrooms for autistic children that opened at the beginning of this school year. As part of this renovation, a new multisensory room was added. Attendees had the opportunity to tour the room and experiment with the equipment. The multisensory room has been very beneficial for the students with autism and is widely used. The two new classrooms and other facilities were designed by a team that included occupational therapists, physical therapists, music teachers, classroom teachers, speech therapists, the school librarian and others. Three more classrooms are planned for the future. 
Amy Smith, Team Leader of the Enrichment Center for the Belmont County Board of MR/DD and Tom DiCesare, discussed the development of their Enrichment Center which includes a multisensory room, physical room, cognitive room and social room to meet the needs of individuals beyond the typical workshop setting.  The Enrichment Center has been in place since August 2005 and continues to grow. They presented two cases of individuals with profound intellectual/developmental disabilities whose overall functioning has improved as a result of use of their multisensory room. 
The group discussed various types of equipment used to provide sensory input and the issue of providing age appropriate types of programs. The next meeting of the AVS Sensory Discussion Group will be held in April 2007.

